Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
April 6, 2015
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The Monday April 6, 2015 meeting was called to order by Mayor Peterson at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Peterson, Council Members Harper, Petersen, Sanderson and Raschke.  Others present included City Administrator Wolfington, City Attorney Petersen,  Police Officer  Bloch, and City Clerk Powell.  Guests present included Troy Houselog, Dan Houselog, Duane Blake, David Haroldson, Karen Meyers, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Tiede, George Ruhmann and   Mark Wilmes. 

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the agenda
Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2015 City Council meeting.

Public Express:  Duane Blake was present to inform the council that Tyler Legion Post 185 is planning to host a September 11 Patriot Day program.  The event is planning to recognize and honor local police officers, firefighters and emergency medical technicians.  Blake will be present at a future council meeting to update the council.

Correspondence:  There was no correspondence this meeting

City Council Comment:  Mayor Peterson stated that he had gotten together with some of the local Mayors to exchange ideas.  Raschke and Mayor Peterson attended a newly elected officials conference and it was very informative.

Committee Reports:  Harper stated that he is on the Personnel committee and they had met and given Rutgers a lengthy exit interview.  The Personnel committee will meet with staff members on April 16 for reviews.

Sewer Issue:  Troy Houselog was present to discuss sewer issues that he has been having since the last water project in 2011.  Each of the last three years Houselog has experienced problems in the Spring when the frost is coming out of the ground.  Houselog does not feel it is 100% his responsibility. Houselog has spent over $7,000 in trenching and plumbing work to try to solve the problem.  The homeowner is responsible for the work done from the curb to the house so Houselog feels that he should only be required to pay for no more than 20% of the expenses incurred.  The City Administrator will meet with Bill Helget from Bolton and Menk who engineered the water project and come back to the council with recommendations.

EIB Request:  Administrator Wolfington presented a request from outgoing Utility billing clerk Koenig pertaining to her unused EIB.  Koenig has 25 hours in her EIB bank and according to policy she should be paid out 30%.  City employees can earn up to 240 hours in PTO on their anniversary date they are allowed to have 24 hours kept in their PTO anything above and beyond that goes into EIB.  EIB can only accrue up to 480 hours.  Petersen made a motion with a second from Sanderson that the council stay with the written policy which would provide payout to Koenig of 30% of what is remaining in her EIB bank.  Raschke opposed the motion.  Motion passed 4 to 1 in favor.

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Police Chief Spindler.  There were 31 calls to service.  9 Citations were given.    

Police Discussion: Administrator Wolfington is looking for direction from the council on continuing discussion with contracting for police service with Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department.  Harper stated he would like to pursue this option at some time but not the present time.  Motion by Peterson seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to discontinue talks at this time for police service with Lincoln County.

Conditional Use Permits: The city has received two conditional use permits.  Karen Meyers and Dick Harrick at 234 East Oak St. would like to have up to two horses and maybe a cow to butcher once a year.  

Bill Tiede at County Road 8 would like to have about 12 head of cattle in the pasture there.
City Attorney Petersen stated that the council will need to state the conditions that they would like the permits to follow and have that ready for the April 20th meeting.

Motion by Raschke seconded by Sanderson to schedule a public meeting for April 20, 2015 to consider the conditional use permits for the use of livestock located at County Rd 8 and 234 E Oak St in the city of Tyler, Minnesota and passed unanimously.

Fence Variance:  Carroll Fredrich’s at 113 E Oak St is requesting a variance to build a chain link fence.  The fence would connect to an existing fence on neighboring property.  After some discussion about future residence at this location is was decided to wait and find out if Fredrich’s  fence will be located on the property line or on the set back.  

Utility Employee Resignation:  Employee Rutgers submitted his letter of resignation on April 1, 2015 to be effective April 24, 2015.  The personnel committee recommended replacing him with a seasonal employee.  An ad will be placed in the local paper.

Utility Clerk Position:  With the resignation of the Utility billing clerk Koenig the personnel committee recommends that Sandra Bakker transition into this position as she has been trained to do the duties of the utility clerk duties.  The personnel committee recommends that Bakker work 70 hours and get a wage of $15.00 per hour.  Motion was made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to have Bakker transition into the utility billing clerk.

City Administrator report:  The council had discussed at the March meeting a request to remove the $20 surcharge from a customer’s water bill.   The city ordinance stated that if there is infrastructure to their building they need to pay the surcharge.  City Legal council stated that the bond was set based on this charge to all customers.  The surcharge is there to pay for the bond and the bond is used to pay for the water project.  Motion was made by Harper seconded by Petersen that if the customer removes the water line to the curb stop and caps it the charge would be removed, motion passed unanimously.

Administrator Wolfington stated the he is in the process of exploring possibilities of upgrading all of the meters to remote read.  The city presently has water meters that are remote read but he is exploring the electric and gas meters to be remote read also.

Lincoln Pipestone Rural water informed the city that they would be increasing the water purchased from them would have a rate increase of 5.0% effective June 1, 2015 payable July 2015.  Motion made by Peterson seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to increase the city rates by 5.0% 

Administrator Wolfington informed the council that the locate device that the city bought helped to identify three locations that do not have curb side shut off.  Motion was made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to put the 3 missing curb stops in at the cities expense.

David Haroldson was present from 202 Strong Street and stated he had a frozen water line this winter.  Haroldson stated that he has never had pipes freeze prior to the 2011 water project.   Haroldson stated that he would keep and eye on his lines and mark where it freezes and let the city know how it is going.

Robert Larson has a house on the corner of Highland Ct and Willow St across from the Tyler Healthcare Center.  He is currently building a garage and expanding his driveway off  of Willow St.  Larson has requested he be given permission to extend his sidewalk on Highland Ct to the curb.  There is currently a crosswalk along Willow St but if the sidewalk is extended it would not match up with the walk on the sidewalk on the opposite side of the street in front of THC.  There is currently a drop to allow for accessible crossing but no extension of the sidewalk.  Larson’s request is the ability to extend the sidewalk to the street and is asking the City if they would participate in the cost of the project.  Harper made the motion and Peterson seconded to allow Larson to extended the sidewalk after some discussion the motion was rescinded and decided that Larson should come back with an estimate on what the cost will be.

The city received a building inspection of the Beck Agency building following the demolition of the Chat N Chew.  Administrator Wolfington commissioned the inspection.  Wolfington wanted guidance as to who should pay the bill to LS Engineers for the inspection.  Motion made by Petersen seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously for the City of Tyler to pay the inspection bill.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he had spoken to Larry Wyttenback about the proposed fiber-optic project.  Wyttenback indicated Woodstock telephone is not pursuing the project at this time.  Wolfington is exploring some options and will report back to the council.

City Attorney: City Attorney Petersen informed the council that the real estate taxes for Stony Point and the Golf course had arrived and he wanted to the council to notice that they had gone up.

City Clerk Report:  Clerk Powell presented to the council a contract that the city partakes in with the DNR.  The contract needed to be signed and received by the DNR by April 30th or the city cannot do any DNR transactions after that.  The contract is a general contract that is signed between the two entities and will not change anything.  Powell did inform the council that DNR is changing a few things and the city will get a new printer and some new upgrades to do DNR transactions.  

Clerk Powell asked the Council’s approval to work with Heartland Power on some extra energy rebates that the city would like to offer.  The city would prefer not to duplicate energy rebates but Heartland has some that would be advantages to the residents.  Motion made by Ratchke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to allow Powell to go ahead and work with Heartland on energy rebates.

City Clerk Powell presented application for a Gambling permit from the Tyler Firemans Relief Association for their annual golf fund raiser that will be held August 15, 2015 at the Tyler Golf Club.  Motion made by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and pass unanimously to approve the bills for April 2015.

Motion made by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to adjourn.


								_____________________________
								Mervyn Peterson
                                 						Mayor
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Barb Powell
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