
Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
April 7, 2014
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Monday April 7, 2014 meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members Harper, Denney and Petersen. Council Member Peterson absent. Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Chief of Police John Spindler and City Clerk Powell. Guests present included Robert Wolfington III, George Ruhmann, Dan Ellefson, Carolyn Lutterman, Darwin Lutteman and Rick Gemeinhardt.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes: Motion made by Denney, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the agenda. Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2014 City Council meeting.

City Council Comment:  None 

Correspondence:  No correspondence had been received.  

Public Express:  No one spoke at Public Express.

Police Chief Report: The police report was given by Chief John Spindler. There were 25 calls of service with nothing out of the ordinary. Chief Spindler reported the new squad is almost ready. He would like the Council’s approval to take the old squad car (previously declared surplus at the March meeting) to auction. He hopes to get between $3,000 and $5,000 at auction.  Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to place the old squad car at auction. 
Proposed Tyler Area Food Shelf Lease: City Attorney Petersen presented the Council with a proposed lease agreement for the Food Shelf’s use of the City Hall garage area.  City Attorney Petersen stated the lease agreement would be from 1-1-14 through 12-31-2019 with the basic rent being $1.00 per year.  The lease also stated that the Food Shelf would provide liability insurance and the City would maintain the structure in its policy with the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust (LMCIT). There was some discussion as to how a claim would be handled should severe damage occur in the garage area with Administrator Williams providing information on how the LMCIT would likely address the matter. Attorney Petersen also stated he put in the lease that the City would be responsible for up to $1,000 for utilities and anything above and beyond $1,000 per calendar year would be the responsibility of the Food Shelf. Motion was made by Harper, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the proposed lease agreement with the language clarification regarding utilities.  Administrator Williams informed the Council that a bid had been received and accepted by the City to repair the garage area roof from Four Seasons Roofing in the amount of $11,700. Mayor Thomsen also commented that it was likely that the Tyler Lions were going to install a plastic liner between the Food Shelf ceiling and the garage roof.

Stoney Point Park FY2014 Lease Payment:  Dan Ellefson was present and updated the Council on his additions and improvements to Stony Point Park. There are going to be 20 new sites added this year so that will give Stony Point 100 campsites; 90 Seasonal and 10 weekend sites. Dan informed the Council that he had been approached by several Tyler businesses thanking him for his expansion and their increased business activity due to more people staying at Stoney Point Park. Dan told the Council that his Commercial Coffee Shop is going good and he has ice, ice cream, pop and now has added pizza.  Dan expressed an interest to the Council in purchasing the currently leased City-owned portion of Stoney Point Park.  The Council made it clear that they had no intention of selling the public, City-owned portion of the park. Dan Ellefson then requested a break on his lease payment for the year 2014 due to increased property taxes. Ellefson stated that the property tax on the City leased portion of the park has increased about $2,800. Therefore, any reduction in the lease payment of $7,500 for 2014 would be helpful. Councilman Denney stated that the benefits to Tyler businesses from the expanded commercial activity at Stoney Point Park are significant and he believes some break in the lease payment might be warranted. Motion made by Thomsen, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to reduce the 2014 lease payment from $7,500 to $5,000. Ellefson also informed the Council that the boat ramp on the west end is not usable. Ellefson was asked to contact the DNR as that is likely who installed the ramp and see what they want to do with it. The City is not opposed to the removal of the west end ramp if it is hazardous and/or not useable. Ellefson also informed the Council that he is having a fireworks display on the 4th of July, 2014. The Council requested that Ellefson give the City proof of insurance for such an event. 

Variance Request - 306 S. Tyler Street: Administrator Williams presented a variance request for the property located at 603 S. Tyler Street. The variance being requested relates to the distance between the proposed new garage and the street.  The zoning code requires a setback of 25 feet and the property owner is requesting a setback of 15 feet since that’s where the existing old garage is located.  Rick Gemeinhardt was present and informed the Council of his concern regarding several variances granted lately regarding the distance between the garage doors and the street. Often, if the garage is too close to the street, a car parked in the driveway does not have appropriate room to park and the car or truck’s back end sticks out into the street and blocks pedestrian or vehicle traffic in the street. A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the requested variance with the conditions that the new garage not be closer than 15 feet from the curb and that the garage door(s) not be placed on the north side of the proposed new structure. 

Proposal to Explore Sharing Police Services with Lake Benton:  Administrator Williams explained that prior to the tornado in 2011; Tyler and Lake Benton had discussed sharing police services in order to save monies. The tornado apparently pushed the issue to the back burners. He explained that recently, the Mayor of the two cities had met and discovered that the sharing of police services was still an issue that both cities might be interested in pursuing. Williams requested that if the Council was interested in pursuing this matter that they appoint two members to meet with two members of the Lake Benton Council to discuss. Williams recommended Councilman Denney and Mayor Thomsen as they represent the Personnel, Finance and Police/Fire Subcommittees. A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to explore sharing police services with Lake Benton and appointing Mayor Thomsen and Councilman Denney to represent the City of Tyler at these discussions. 

City Administrator/Utility Report: Administrator Williams first informed the Council that branch pickup service would resume on Friday, April 25th. The City’s burn-site would reopen for its full weekly schedule on Saturday, April 26th. Additionally, the burn-site would be open the next two Saturdays to accommodate the residents who were already collecting leaves or branches. 

He then presented a proposal for the lease of a tractor. John Deere (JD) has a DOT lease program that allows governmental agencies to lease new JD equipment for up to 8 months at an hourly rate of $15 per hour. JD then retails the returned leased equipment to the general public. The tractor the Utility Department would like to lease is in the 6R series. The City would pay $15 per hour for a 150 hour minimum over an eight month period for a total of $2,250.  This tractor, if purchased new, would cost the City about $120,000. The lease of this tractor will reduce the use of the City’s existing tractor and allow the Utility Department more flexibility in delivering dumpsters and operating the burn-site. The City would need to purchase some forks at a cost of $1,300 which would belong to the City and be usable for future years should the City decide to continue with this program on an annual basis. This lease would not require any additional budget funds. A motion was made by Denney, seconded by Thomsen and passed unanimously to approve the proposed lease as presented.

Administrator Williams then presented a new utility account application for Council approval. The City Utility Clerk has spent considerable time reviewing other utility applications and believes that the additional information requested in the new application will help in collection efforts if needed. A motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to implement the new application.

Administrator Williams presented a new job description for the Utility Worker vacancy we will have in June.  Williams noted that he would like to get the description approved so that he can start advertising the position in late April. A motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to approve the new Utility Worker job description with the addition of garbage collection duties to the list of the job’s essential functions.

City Attorney Report:  The City Attorney had nothing to report other than someone’s complaint regarding clarification of the snack bar rental policy. City Administrator Williams had the current policy with him and he briefly explained the current written policy to the Council and City Attorney. 

Approve Bills:  Motion made by Denney, seconded by Thomsen and passed unanimously to approve the bills as presented.

A motion to adjourn was made by Denney seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously. 



____________________________________		____________________________________
Approved: Kurt Thomsen, Mayor			Attested: Brue Williams, City Administrator
