Tyler City Council
Tyler Fire Hall
      February 3, 2014
7:00 pm
Minutes (Approved)

The regular February 2014 council meeting was called to order by Mayor Kurt Thomsen at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Kurt Thomsen, Council Members, Denney, Petersen, Harper and Peterson.  Others present included City Administrator Williams and Deputy Clerk Powell.  Guests present Ron Persoon, Paul Tuszynski and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Denney, seconded by M. Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 6, 2014 City Council meeting.

Council Comments: Council member Harper expressed his concern about his receiving a utility bill that he believed to be inaccurate. He also expressed his desire to see additional dumpster invoicing to be included on the overall monthly utility bill as opposed to being a separate billing. He had heard that the city auditors had suggested consolidating extra dumpster invoices onto the monthly utility bill and thought that this was something that should have been done. Administrator Williams informed the Council that he would investigate these concerns and report back to the Council at the next meeting. 

Correspondence:  City Administrator Williams presented a letter from Paul and Leah Tuszynski asking for Council permission to plant five or six small trees in the boulevard.  They have selected ornamental trees that have little to no fruit and would not create a mess. They feel the trees would be beautiful and a nice addition to the neighborhood. Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to allow the Tuszynski’s to plant the trees as requested . 

Public Express:  No one present for Public Express.

Police Chief Report: The Police Report was handed out but there was not a representative from the Police Department present. Neither the City Administrator nor the City Clerk knew why a representative was not present when asked by Mayor Thomsen. 

Variance:  Ron Persoon was present to request a variance in regards to a garage addition.  The City has a 25 foot front setback requirement and the proposed garage addition would be 19 feet back from the curb. Williams informed the Council that the notification letters to the appropriate properties had been mailed on January 6, 2014 and there had been no communication from any of the property owners in regards to the variance request. Motion made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to grant the requested variance as presented.

City Administrator/Utility Report:  City Administrator Williams gave an update on the RTR High School community project of repairing and painting the City’s public benches.  They will not get all the benches finished this year they might get three or four done per year.  Thomsen Hardware has agreed to provide the paint at their cost. Williams further explained that the high school was planning on raising funds for paint purchases and he thought the City could contribute since the cost of painting the benches without an art project would have fallen on the City. Mayor Thomsen stated that as long as they are owned by the City maybe we should pay for all the paint required thus saving the high school the fundraising efforts.  Motion made by Harper, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to pay for the paint for the benches. 

City Administrator Williams reported that the Utility Department had done some parking lot sanding around town by request. He reported that the Utility Department had not billed for this service. However, he noted that if these occasional requests become more frequent, he would return to the Council and see if there was an interest in charging for this service. City Administrator Williams reported that the Utility Department had completed quite a bit of the electrical work list that he had distributed prior to the meeting.  This work list had been put together in the spring of 2013. While there is still much to do, Bob and Ryan have been working on it they have replaced some transformers etc.

City Administrator Williams informed the council that he had been notified that the Ditch 33 hearing would be held on March 18, 2014 at the Lincoln Co Courthouse. He informed the Council that he had handed out a copy of the notification to each of them prior to the Council meeting. He showed the Council the Engineering Report that had come with the notification and asked that Council members notify him should they wish to see the report. He informed the Council that he and the Mayor had attended the previous Ditch 33 meetings and that he and the Mayor would likely attend this hearing as well. 

City Administrator Williams then presented a letter from the Southwest Initiative requesting a donation.  He informed the Council that the City had not budgeted for a contribution and that it is a not-for-profit organization. Additionally, the City Attorney has cautioned against giving public funds to any not-for-profit. The City Attorney concurred stating that this letter is likely been sent to the City from a generic mailing list. No action was taken. 

City Attorney Report:  No report this month 

Approve Bills: After review, a motion to approve the bills as listed was made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Closed Session: A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to move into closed session to discuss potential litigation. 

A motion was made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to move out of closed session. There were not reportable items from the closed session. 




______________________________________		Approved: 
Kurt Thomsen, Mayor
_____________________________________
Attested: 
Bruce Williams, City Administrator

