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Minutes (Approved)

The regular January 2014 council meeting was called to order by Mayor Thomsen at 7:04 p.m.

Present:  Mayor Thomsen, Council Members Petersen, Denney, Harper and Peterson.  Others present included City Administrator Williams, City Attorney Petersen, Police Officer Bloch and City Clerk Powell.  Guests present included Jeanna Sommers and Robert Wolfington III.

Approval of the Agenda and Minutes:  Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the agenda.

Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the December 2, 2013 City Council meeting.

Correspondence:  City Administrator Williams presented correspondence in regards to the snow removal on the sidewalks --- in particular along US14.  He recommended discussing these correspondences as part of item #8.

Public Express:  No one present for public express.

Stoney Point Severe Weather Siren:  The County park sirens have all been installed and are working properly.  Jeanna also present an invoice for payment for the purchase and installation of the severe weather siren at Stoney Point Park.  Jeanna informed the Council that there are ten sirens and we could have a maintenance contract with all of them together or each one could have their own maintenance contract.  Administrator Williams let Jeanna know that his thought was that the City would be very interested in a group maintenance contract. Jeanna is going to get some quotes and get back to us.

Police Chief Report:  The police report was given by Officer Eric Bloch.  There were 22 calls in the month of December with nothing out of the ordinary.  There were 3 tows because of the snow.  Traffic citations were down this month.

Sidewalk Snow Removal Update: At the last Council meeting, the City Council authorized hiring a resident to clear the sidewalks within the City designated sidewalk plan should the responsible party fail to do so.  The resident quit after the first weekend as the amount of snow and freezing temperatures proved too much for him and his equipment. This resident has since been rehired to clear the City properties but not private party public sidewalks. 

There were two letters received by the City on this topic. One is complaining that the City hasn’t followed through and cleared non-complying designated sidewalks and one letter is complaining that the City is enforcing the ordinance that requires sidewalks cleared. 

Administrator Williams informed the Council that Tony with TE Underground has approached the City and offered to clear sidewalks of snow for $100 per hour (using his skid steer). Williams noted that the City Clerk had called around and found that while most cities have an ordinance requiring sidewalks be cleared of snow, all but one do not enforce it. Pipestone enforces their ordinance and charge $75.00 for clearing off the sidewalks per property.  Williams suggested charging the same amount. Further discussion noted that the Council wished non-complying properties to be notified of the potential abatement and fee prior to having TE Underground perform the work (such as a letter stating they have 48 hours to clear their sidewalk or they will be charged $75.00 per removal). Motion made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to hire TE Underground to do the snow removal on the City designated sidewalk and to charge $75 per non-complying property for the work.  Motion made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously to hire TE Underground to do the snow removal on the City designated sidewalk, to charge $75 per non-complying property for the work and to perform the notification process as discussed.  

2014 Budget Vehicle Purchasing & Financing:  Administrator Williams presented the Council with the financing details (through Citizen’s State Bank) for the purchase of three vehicles. The Council approved the FY2014 budget which included the purchase of the three vehicles at an estimated total cost of $123,000. The vehicles will actually cost about $100,000 ($23,000 less than expected). The vehicles to be purchased include two pickup trucks for the Utility Department and a SUV for the Police Department. Motion to purchase the Police SUV as presented made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously. After further discussion as to whether or not to pay a little more to purchase both pickup trucks locally, a motion to purchase the two pickup trucks from DeBoer Motors in Tyler made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously. Motion for City Administrator Williams and Mayor Thomsen to sign the financing agreement with the Citizens State Bank made by Peterson, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously.

Resolution Designating Official Depositories and Newspaper: Administrator Williams presented a routine housekeeping resolution which designates official depositories and newspaper. Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to have the depositories be Citizens State Bank and First Independent Bank in Russell. A second motion made by Peterson, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to have the official newspaper to be The Tyler Tribute.

Proposal for 2013 Audit: Administrator Williams presented a proposal from Meulebroeck, Taubert and Co to perform the 2013 Audit. He informed the Council that there was a deadline included in the agreement as in previous agreements. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the agreement and have Meulebroekc, Taubert and Co. do the 2013 Audit.

Proposal for Professional Services- Redevelopment Study:  Administrator Williams presented a proposal from Bolton & Menk on the redevelopment study of the airport area. He explained that this proposal from Bolton & Menk was in response to the Council’s request to explore redevelopment in this area. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to have the study done by Bolton & Menk.

City Administrator Report: City Administrator Williams brought before the Council the new salt shed agreement with Lincoln County. Motion to approve agreement with Lincoln County on the salt shed made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.

Administrator Williams presented to the Council a Resolution that is required by PERA when we have any new part-time police officers. This resolution pertains to Benjamin Standahl as a new part-time officer in Tyler. Motion to approve the resolution made by Denney, seconded by Peterson and passed unanimously.

Administrator Williams presented before the Council the request to replace the Library windows.  After some recent inspection, the library windows are in pretty bad shape.  The estimated cost for replacement is $6,000.00. He noted that the Council had previously discussed this possible work but, at the request of the Administrator, deferred it. Williams noted that the windows are now leaking and causing damage to the surrounding sills. Motion made by Harper, seconded by Denney and passed unanimously to replace the windows in the library as weather allows. 

The last item Administrator Williams presented was a gambling permit for the golf course. Williams informed the Council that he had already approved this permit without specific Council approval, per policy, as it is an annual event. He is informing the Council of the event/permit per policy.

Williams also added that he had recently received an application to the State of Minnesota for TE Underground who wants to open a used car lot on Bradley Street. The application went through the City in order to determine that the applicant is proposing a car sales activity in an appropriate zone. Williams informed the Council that the proposed location, south side of Bradley Street west of Tyler Street is zoned commercial or C-1 which allows for automobile sales. He wanted to make that the Council was aware of the application prior to his forwarding it back to TE Underground for submittal to the State. 

Administrator Williams also notified the council that some of the paint on the water tower has peeled off and the contractors have been notified. They will repair the area as soon as the weather allows that kind of activity. 

The airport beacon light is operating but not rotating. Williams has notified the FAA and hopes to have the beacon functioning properly as soon as possible. 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Thomsen had nothing to report.

City Attorney Report:  City Attorney Petersen had nothing to report.

Approval of the Bills: Motion to accept the bills was made by Denney, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.

Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to go into closed session.

Motion made by Peterson, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to return to open session. Reportable results: the Council has decided to promote Barb Powell to City Clerk. This promotion will have a six month probationary period expiring on July 1, 2014. At that time, her performance will be reviewed. After much discussion, it was determined that her new hourly would be set at $18.50. The promotion is effective as of January 1, 2014. 



______________________________________		Approved: 
Kurt Thomsen, Mayor
_____________________________________
Attested: 
Bruce Williams, City Administrator

