City of Tyler
Regular Monday January 4, 2016 Council Meeting
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 P.M.

In attendance  Mayor  Merv Peterson, Council Members, Petersen, Raschke, Sanderson, Harper,  City Administrator Wolfington,  City Attorney Glen Petersen, Police Officer Bloch,  City Clerk Barb Powell,   Mark Wilmes,  Mike Williams, Arlene Williams,  Alvina Welgraven, E.R. Thooft, Kate Thooft, Tom Mundt, Laurie Johanson,  John Bornhoft, Mary Maertens, Jonathon Moe, John Utoft, and   Larry Wyttenback
The Monday, Janauary 4 , 2016 meeting was called to order by Mayor Peterson at 7:00pm.
Administrator Wolfington requested one item from the agenda be deleted  - “ E. Signatures”.
Motion to approve the agenda with the adjustment  made by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously
Minutes of the December 7, 2015 meeting were reviewed.  Motion by Raschke seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the minutes.
THC Business Subsidy Agreement:  Mayor Peterson stated that the purpose of the public meeting was for the council to take comment from the public relating to the proposed business subsidy agreement with the Tyler Healthcare Center.  Legal Council Petersen explained the Business Subsidy Agreement to the council and the residents of Tyler present at the Council meeting.  Legal Council Petersen stated that the subsidy is the transfer of the development property including all buildings and improvements owned by the City of Tyler and located theron to THC. The business subsidy is needed because the project is not sufficiently feasible for THC to undertake without the business subsidy.  The subsidy relates to the continued access by the public to Health Services offered from the facilities located upon the development property and the retention of jobs of the current THC workforce.  The subsidy is needed in order to induce Avera Marshall to acquire membership control of THC.  THC covenants that it will continue to provide some or all of the Health services for at least five years after the Benefit Date.  Legal Council Petersen stated the City shall convey the development property to the developer for $1.00 and grant to THC a non-exclusive parking easement.  The developer for the purchase price of $1.00 shall be subject to satisfaction with a few conditions.  Legal Council Petersen stated that the 5 year limit on the convenants is because 5 years is the minimum by law.  The Council asked  questions to Legal Council Petersen.  Mayor Peterson introduced the Avera representative Mary Maertens and the new CEO Jonathon Moe.  Ms Maertens stated the 2016 goals for AVERA would be to get an electronic health recording system in place.  Mayor Peterson opened the meeting up to the public for questions and comments.  After some discussion Mayor Peterson requested the Council have a special meeting January 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm  for the purpose of making a decision on the Business Subsidy agreement.  Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke to adjourn the public hearing.
Mayor Peterson resumed the general city council meeting

Public Express:  No one present
 Correspondence- None
Council Comments- Mayor Peterson stated that after his first year of being the Mayor he thought it was very eventful.  Mayor Peterson stated that he enjoyed most of the first year and looks forward to another good year ahead.  
Police Report: Police Officer Bloch stated there were 17 calls of service for the month of December.  There were a couple of arrests made.
City Attorney report:  Nothing at this time
Utility Report:  There was an electrical outage on December 22 for about an hour.  East River was here and fixed the damaged lines.  Lyon Lincoln Electric and Doug Jones were here working on our electrical services and feel that transformers  and sagging lines are what would need to be worked on this year.
Administrator’s Report: Nothing at this time
Maple Street Variance:  Michael Williams is requesting a variance to build a garage with side walls that are 14 feet high instead of the 10 feet  and the length would be 48 feet not the 40 feet as per building permit.   Mr. Williams could not be present at the December meeting and apologized. He would like to work on tractors in the garage he is requesting to build.  The neighbors present had no objections to Mr. Williams request.  Mayor Peterson received three letters and a phone call all in favor of Mr. Williams building his garage.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Harper  to allow the variance for Williams to build his garage and passed unanimously.
Council man Harper had requested that the council look into the ordinance on a natural gas request from last month.   Spindler added onto his house in 2007 when he did that he needed to remove the gas meter that was attached to the house,  the line was stubbed back at the curb.  Now he has switched back to natural gas.  Since Spindler has had no line to his house for all these years  and he has been paying the natural gas connection and did not have a line he feels he should have the $6.00 charge refunded back to his account. There never was natural gas to the house before.   Administrator Wolfington stated that the reason he pays the $6.00 charge is the service is there if he wants access to it.  As long as the service is ready to have the meter installed the $6.00 gets charged.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke  passed unanimously to deny Spindlers request.
Bee Ordinance:  During the December 2015 regular council meeting,  the council had approved the bee ordinance but had requested a few modifications.  Legal Council Petersen stated that he made the modifications and realized that the Chapter 9 farm animal ordinance need to be amended also as the farm animal stated that bees were included with farm animals.  Legal Council Petersen also included a penalty provision with the bee ordinance.  Motion by Raschke seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the Summary publication of the amending Chapter 9 code and the Summary Ordinance Adopting Amending Chapter 9 of the City Code and the Ordinance Amending Chapter 9.
Depositories and Newspaper:  Resolution 2016-01 establishing Citizen’s State bank and First Independent Bank as the official depositories and Tyler Tribute as the official newspaper motioned by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.
2016 Committee Assignments:  Mayor Peterson presented the committee assignments.  Motion by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to accept the committee assignments
Council Meeting Dates:  For 2016 the July 4 meeting and September 5 dates are scheduled on Monday Holidays.  Motion by Harper and seconded by Raschke to use July 11, 2016 and September 12, 2016 as the meeting dates for the council meetings  and passed unanimously.  
Frontier Phone System: At  the December council meeting a Frontier phone system was presented to upgrade the phone system that is used at City Hall.  The cost of the complete system including the Senior Center and the utility plant would be $8,320.17 plus monthly billing.  After some discussion a motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to go into an agreement with Frontier for the phone system with the purchase of the system at $8,320.17 plus monthly billing.  Administrator Wolfington stated he was told by the sales representative there would be a two year upgrade to any of the system included with the agreement for the lump sum for the system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]New Employee:  Administrator Wolfington stated that he would like to have Steven Meyer as the new utility person.  Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to hire Steven Meyer as the new utility person.
Tyler Golf Club:  The Tyler Golf Club has requested a gambling permit for their yearly raffle that is held in April.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the gambling permit for the Tyler Golf Club  
  Motion by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the bills.
Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to go into closed session to discuss real property.
________________________________				_____________________________
Mayor Mervyn Peterson					Attested: Barb Powell-City Clerk
 

