Tyler City Council
Monday May 2, 2016
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Pending)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief Spindler, Utility worker  Haroldson, Clerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, Mary Bartz, Larry Wyttenback, Dan and Laurie Ellefson

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda: Mayor Peterson stated that Administrator Wolfington would like to add two items to the reports under the utility report, CIP program and an update on the Tyler Pool.  Motion  by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the agenda with the two additions to the reports heading.

Minutes of the April 4, 2016 Meeting: Harper stated one minor alterations would be under the council comments/Committee reports the council had requested Administrator Wolfington check other towns zoning ordiances on multiple story  buildings and it should state multiple story buildings.   Motion by Raschke seconded by Petersen passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the April, 2016 Regular Council meeting with stated change.

Minutes of the April 18, 2016 Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting:  Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 18, 2016 meeting.

Public Express:  Mary Bartz was present to address the Summer rec program.  Bartz stated that summer rec is not meant to be a money maker.  Bartz feels she teaches basic living skills for summer rec.  The summer rec program works with the Tyler Library.  Bartz is wondering if there is any grant money the city could apply for to help costs.  The council asked Bartz what the enrollment was last year and Bartz states she did not know the exact count but on a regular basis between six and twelve kids are present.
Administrator Wolfington will check into finding grant money to help with summer rec.

Correspondence:  Administrator Wolfington stated that he had received an email from a resident stating that this resident had two neighbors that both have bees and they can’t even be outside as there are bees swarming.  This resident has called the police to discuss this problem.  The council feels there should be a discussion about this and has requested Administrator Wolfington research if the set backs are up to code and what the perimeters are  and report back to the council at the June meeting.

Council comments/Committee Reports:  Council woman Raschke stated that the 75th Anniversary of the Tyler Library is in the month of May and hopes everyone will come to the celebration.
Raschke also stated that the new phone system does not have Administrator Wolfingtons name on the initial answering machine and would like it after the emergency numbers.
Sanderson stated he and Merv had been having personal meetings.
Mayor Peterson stated that he and County Commissioner VanDevere had thanked the volunteers from the area on April 5th.  Mayor Peterson stated there is a lot of work done by volunteers in the community.
 
Police Report:  Police Chief Spindler informed the council that there were 37 calls to service in the month of April.  The call to the school this month was for an assist to escort someone off the property and that was the involvement for the Police Department.  Chief Spindler also stated the Lake Benton police department will be having their squad in for repairs and they have asked if they could use one of Tyler’s squads for a shift or maybe two.  Chief Spindler stated that the county is purchasing laptops and the city has the opportunity to purchase a couple laptops for the cities squad cars from the State Patrol at a reasonable price.  Chief Spindler requested he be allowed to purchase two laptops from State patrol.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to allocate $2,500 to purchase laptops from the State Patrol

City Attorney Report:  Nothing at this time

Utilities Report:  Administartor Wolfington stated that Tidy Up Tyler days will be May 10, 2016 for the pickup.  This will be an appliance pickup for the residents of Tyler.  Up to three appliances will be picked up per household  including tv’s, computers, refrigerators, etc.  The burnsite is open and going well.  Dean and Matt attended a mosquito spraying conference.  The utility workers came back from the conference with an explanation of the chemicals that are used in the mosquito spray.  CIP incentives are required by the State of Minnesota since the city offers electrical services.  Motion made by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed with a 2 to 2 vote having Mayor Peterson vote in favor of adding a 1.5% line item on the utility bill for CIP incentives as required by the State of Minnesota. 

Administrator’s Report:  Administrator Wolfington stated that the Lions Club is doing fund raising for the attachments to the downtown lite poles and would like the council’s support.  Councilman Petersen stated he would be interested in  what the lions  have planned for the attachments and would like the Lion’s club to know the council is in support.  Administrator Wolfington will be attending the Heartland Annual meeting next week to represent the City of Tyler.  Administrator Wolfington stated he will be attending the LMC conference in June also.  Adminsitrator Wolfington stated he was asked by the council to investigate other cities ordinances on two story garages.  From Administrator Wolfingtons contacts he has not received much information from any of them.  Council man Petersen stated he would think the city would want to consider not having any garage any taller than the principle residence.  After some discussion the council will continue to look into two story garages.

Tyler Pool Update:  There is 7 lifeguards right now for the Summer of 2016.  There are 4 persons that are WSI trained.  These four have offered to give private lessons at the pool this year.  There will be no public lessons as there is no one certified to give public lessons.  After the council discussed some different options there was a motion made by Petersen, seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to increase the wages for the Manager to $13.00 per hour and for the life guards to $9.50 per hour with the .25 cent incentive per year of employment.    After more discussion of private and public lessons motion was made by Petersen and seconded by Harper and passed unanimously to state in the employee manual that if someone would like to give private lessons they would need to be and employee of the pool.  Next Harper made a motion with a second by Petersen and passed unanimously to pay for the lifeguards or WSI training 100% half at the beginning of the year and the second half after they have worked a year.  

Stoney Point:  Dan and Laurie Ellefson were present to request a renegotiation of their lease.  Stony Point is full and all is going well.  Ellefson stated there are a few issues such as he has had two electrical fires so there needs to be some fixing.  Also the bathhouse has a few problems and the state will require that they be fixed.  Ellefson’s would like a reduction in the lease payment or longer payments.  There were 29 sites and they have changed that to 28 sites as the one site by the water hydrants was hard to get into and not really usable.  Councilman Petersen asked Ellefson’s what they thinkthey will spend on upgrades this year and the Ellefson’s said the state will mandate the updates.  Mayor Peterson asked for two council members to be on a committee to look into the Stony Point lease.  Council man Petersen and Council woman Raschke volunteered to be on the committee and report back to the council.

Wolfington stated that he is working on the utility policy to increase the collection rate and reduce delinquency billing.  Administrator Wolfington has reached out to Marshall Municipal Utilities for suggestions on how to improve the collection process that the City of Tyler uses.  The city of tyler will send out the initial bill at the start of the billing period if the bill remains unpaid as the next bill is prepared a notice of delinquency/notice of shut off letter is sent to the customer.  The letter serves as a final notice and the customer will be shut off within 5 days if not paid.  The utility billing will identify a day and a time of the shut off.  

Administrator Wolfington stated that the personnel committee met and discussed options for updating the on call pay policy for the utility staff.  The committee recommends that beginning July of 2016 the council approve the on call pay for utility employees be pay of $15 per weekday on call and $30 per weekend day/holiday on call and continue with the ongoing overtime policy.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the updated on call pay for the utility employees.  

The utility committee has been exploring remote read electric and natural gas meters.  There was $20,000 budgeted for meters.  Dakota Supply group quoted 122 automatic read gas and electric meters at $14,884.  Motion made by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to purchase gas and electric remote read meters from Dakota Supply group.

The city of Tyler received a letter from Lincoln Pipestone Rural water system stated that there board of Directros approved a 40.05 increase in municipal and community water rates from $2.31 per thousand gallons to $2.36 per thousand gallson effective June 2, 2016 first payable in July 2016.  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously  to increase the city water rates $0.05 per thousand gallons. 
Administrator Wolfington stated that he has been reviewing job descriptions for each of the positions within the City of Tyler organization.  Administrator Wolfington attached the job descriptions of the City clerk and Utility Clerk.  The council requested the personal committee review all of the job descriptions and the council would give the approval of all the job descriptions all at once

There has been a donation to the Tyler utilities.  Per Minnesota statute it is requested that a resolution to accept the donation be presented to the council.  Motion by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to accept Resolution 2016-05 to accept donations.

Nationwide is a 457B that has been offered by the City.    Motion by sanders seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to accept Nationwides additional  at no cost to the city.

Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve the financial statements.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to go into closed session to discuss personal issues by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously.  

___________________________					__________________________
Attested by								Mayor, Mervyn Petersen
City Clerk/Barb Powell
