Tyler City Council
Monday May 4, 2015
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Approved)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief Spindler, Clerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, Troy Houselog, Bill Helget, Duane Blake, Larry Wyttenback, Dennis Blomgren, George Ruhmann and Robert Fritz.

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda: Administrator Wolfington requested to add Bolton and Menk as 13e under the Administrator report. Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to accept the agenda with the added 13e.

April 6 meeting Minutes: Raschke stated that in the minutes under the EIB request to pay out Koenig should have passed with a motion of 4 to 1 in favor not 3 to 1. Motion to accept the April 6 minutes with the revision of 4 to 1 in favor made by Petersen, seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously. 

April 20 meeting minutes: Sanderson stated that in the Conditional Use Permit for Tiede Item #3 “shelter to protect the animals from the elements” should be removed. Item # 3 in the Tiede Conditional Use Permit should state: That the applicant shall provide suitable veterinary care, water and food for animals housed on the Tiede Property. Deceased animals shall be promptly removed from the property. Motion made by Sanderson seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously.

Public Express: Dennis Blomgren stated that he owns the brick building a couple of doors down, the address is 122 E Lincoln Street. He winters in Arizona and January 2, 2015 before he left he requested the water at the building be disconnected at City Hall, he was told he had to call utility person Beck. On January 9, 2015 he called Beck again and Beck had told him he had forgotten. Beck suggested Blomgren call and talk to Administrator Wolfington about the pulling out the meter and capping the line. Blomgren called Administrator Wolfington several times from Arizona. When Blomgren got ahold of Administrator Wolfington he told Blomgren that the council would have to make the decision if he could remove his water meter and cap the curb stop. This was brought up at the March meeting and again at the April meeting. Blomgren stated that he does not understand what authority the council has to remove private property from his property. Blomgren stated he could not find anything in the statutes that request he need to have water in his commercial building. 

Harper stated that if the city disconnects the water Blomgren or whoever buys the building will have to pay to reconnect to the City water. Blomgren asked why the council if forcing the customer to have water. Legal Counsel Petersen stated that the rates were set after the 2011 water project to pay the bond for the project. This is how the council at that time decided to pay for the bond. If someone doesn’t pay their water bill the city may shut off the water at the curb stop. The city may charge someone to disconnect from the city service.

Mayor Peterson asked Blomgren what he would like. Blomgren stated he wants the meter removed and the water shut off at the curb stop. If he gets a renter that wants water he or the renter will pay to get the water reconnected. Blomgren also stated that he had been charged $30 for his surcharge for a ¾” meter and he should have been getting charged $20.00 so would like a refund of the $10.00 that he has been getting overcharged from May 2014 to January 2015.

Motion made by Harper seconded by Petersen and pass unanimously to waive the surcharge on 122 E. Lincoln Street from January to present, refund the $10.00 per month difference from May 2014 to January 2015, have city staff take out the meter and cap the water line at the curb stop, have City Adminstrator get a policy in order to disconnect and reconnect to the city water system and bring it back to the council. 

Correspondence: Mayor Peterson stated he had received a letter from the Food Shelf. The Food Shelf is located behind City Hall and parking is a problem. The Food Shelf states that they have been asked not to park in certain spots behind City Hall. The parking was a main concern when the Food Shelf was put behind City Hall. Raschke suggested that the police get some signage for behind City Hall so the customers and the volunteers know where they can park. If we could get signs that say “Food shelf pick up parking”, “Food Shelf Volunteer” and a “No Parking”. 

Council Comments: none

Committee Reports: Raschke stated she had attended the Library Meeting and all is going well.

Police Report: Chief Spindler stated there were 42 calls of service. 19 Administrative Citations had been issued for the month of April. Chief Spindler presented some ideas for upgrades for the police department building. The parking garage right behind city hall would be remodeled into part of the police department, the small office would be an evidence room. Chief Spindler presented a layout of the remodel and asked the council for any questions. Motion made by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to allow the police department to do the upgrades to the police department building .

September 11 Program: Duane Blake informed the council about an event for September 11, 2015 being planned by the Tyler Legion Post 185. The Legion will host a Community Patriot Day Commemorative Program at the RTR High School. The event is planned to bring together the community and take the time to pause and remember what happened 14 years ago on Sept. 11 2001, to recognize and honor local police officers, firefighters and emergency medical technicians, to demonstrate our support of the U.S. Armed forces and our total commitment as Americans to defeat terrorism once and forever, and to educate the importance of all of these. 

Troy Houselog Sewer Issue: Administrator Wolfington stated that Houselog had approached the City about his sewer line coming into his house on East Hughes Street. Houselog had been experiencing sewer back-up following the 2011 water project. During the water project a small portion of the clay sewer line was removed to allow access to the water line work. It was repaired with PVC. Mike Thomas who did the work on replacing Houselog’s line stated there was a crushed clay line near or at the elbow where the connection goes into the main. This was away from the water project work that was done. In the 1991 sewer project East Hughes was included in the project. During the project new sewer lines were intended to be installed in the right of way up to the curb so the home owner’s lines, would not need to have work done in the street. Houselog’s home still had clay line going in instead of PVC. It is not known the reason why. Houselog up to now has bills totaling $7,110.49 which would not be the total bill as the sewer service needs to be capped yet. He is asking the City to participate in the cost of the project. He is requesting the City pay 80% he will pay 20% as 20% of this is on his property and 80% is in the right of way. Motion by Peterson seconded by Raschke to pay 80% of Troy Houselog’s total bill because the 1991 project had not included his home in the project. The city is responsible for capping the sewer service at his residence. Passed unanimously.

Kronborg extended hours at Aebleskiver Days: Robert Fritz was present to request that the Kronborg be allowed to stay open an extra hour, until 2 am on the Saturday night of Aebelskiver. This is a one time request per year. Motion made by Peterson seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to allow the Kronborg to stay open until 2 am the Saturday night of Aebelskiver.
Fritz also asked the council if State Street could be shut for the night. The council requested that Fritz talk to Danebod and the neighbors to see if they would be ok with closing down the street for the night.

Stoney Point Park: Mr. Ellefson had requested that he be put on the agenda but was not present at the meeting.

EIB/Personnel Policy: The Personnel Committee has been discussing the personnel policy. The Personnel Committee would like the council to reconsider the vote from the last meeting about the EIB for Koenig, The Personnel committee would like to know why the other employees got paid out even though policy stated they would get a percentage. The Personnel Committee will be meeting about the personnel policy  throughout the summer and hopefully get a new personnel policy in order. Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to rescind the vote to pay out Koenig her 30% of EIB.
Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to pay out Koenig for her full hours in EIB.

City Administrator Report: Administrator Wolfington presented Bill Helget from Bolton and Menk to present a proposal. Helget presented a proposal for professional engineering services for the proposed Street Maintenance Plan in the City of Tyler, MN. The Plan is proposing to identify and prioritize the surfacing and utility needs of the community. Storm sewer needs have been discussed and any proposed improvements will be identified during the street maintenance plan development. In the Street Maintenance Plan it will be assumed that the street widths for the proposed improvements will remain unchanged. Upon completion of the preliminary investigation work Bolton and Menk will provide calculated cost estimates, prioritize the proposed improvements and have a street maintenance plan summary map. The professional engineering services will be provided for an hourly rate not to exceed the amount of $5,000. The fee amount has been prepared based upon the current understanding of the scope of the project by Bolton and Menk. Should changes occur in the scope of the project, there might be a corresponding charge in the proposed service and fees. Additional services will be provided on an hourly basis at the current rates established for the individuals providing the professional services. Bolton and Menk would pan to complete the Street Maintenance plan within 6-8 weeks of notice to proceed with the work. Motion made by Raschke seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to give Molten and Menk the notice to proceed with the Street Maintenance Plan.

Helget also stated that the water tower paint is being worked on. The water tower painters have been here and have taken samples that have been sent to the lab and the results will be back in 2 to 3 weeks. There is a problem with delamination between the primer and the top coat and after the lab report gets back they will have a better idea of how to fix.

Helget stated that the maintenance of the water tower is to clean the big bowl out. Bolton and Menk have looked at the bowl and given a picture of the inside of the bowl to City Administrator Wolfington and the bowl is very clean yet so does not need to be cleaned.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Helget also stated the curb stops that needed to be repaired are being repaired. Dunnink’s are aware of the issued and have TE Underground fixing the curb stops. The curb stop was screwed down on the valve and was put on to tight so they couldn’t turn. They are being pulled up and put in right. This work is being done under warranty. 

Administrator Wolfington stated there will be reminders put out about or pet ordinance reminding residents they need to have their dogs and cats registered.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he is heading up a taskforce to look at the broadband concerns in the community. He is exploring educational opportunities for what is available for our community.

Administrator Wolfington presented a water ordinance from Lincoln Pipestone Rural water establishing restrictions in case drought conditions occur. The council suggested the heading of the ordinance state Water Ordinance not Lawn water Ordinance. The council also advised that the ordinance should state the in the ordinance where it states City Clerk should be City Administrator. Motion by Peterson seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to pass the water ordinance with the revisions.

Administrator Wolfington stated he had a resident on Highland court request the city cost share in a cross walk access. The resident was to request a quote to bring to the city and Administrator Wolfington has not received the quote from the resident.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he has been out to the Highway 14 project between Tyler and Florence. The MnDOT hope to have the Highway open by July 4, 2015.

Administrator Wolfington stated there will be a large item pick up May 12 and 13, 2015

Administrator Wolfington stated there are 2 utility positions to fill. Applications will be taken until May 8, 2015. Administrator Wolfington hopes to have the positions filled quickly.

Administrator Wolfington stated there was a sink hole on Maple Street Monday and it was fixed by Friday of last week.

Mayor Peterson stated that SDEDC has their annual meeting in Ivanhoe on Wednesday May 13, 2015 at 6:00 pm.

Motion by Raschke seconded by Harper passed unanimously to pay the bills.

Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to go into closed session for administrator review.

Closed session - Administrator Review: According to administrator Wolfington’s contract, he would receive a review after 30 days, 90 days and six months. Wolfington was under a six month probation for the City Administrator position. Wolfington’s contract also stated that after six months the council would review his salary. Harper moved to take Wolfington off probation and approve a 3 percent pay increase, Raschke seconded, the motion passed unanimously.

								_____________________________
								Mervyn Peterson (Mayor)

Attested by:
_________________________
Barb Powell, City Clerk
