Tyler City Council
Monday June 1, 2015
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Approved)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief Spindler, Clerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, and George Ruhmann 

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda: Motion made by Raschke, seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to accept the agenda.

May 4 meeting Minutes: Raschke stated that in the minutes in the Mayor Comments Mayor Peterson stated the LCEDC not the SDEDC has their annual meeting. Motion to accept the May 4th minutes with the revision of Mayor Peterson’s comments, by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously. 

Public Express: George Ruhmann was present to discuss TRED appointments. Ruhmann stated that he was appointed to the TRED June of 2008 and elected Chair of TRED February 19, 2009. Ruhman stated that Gary Manson took over Joyce Dass’s spot in 2009 Craig Hess took over for Tim O’Leary. There is no evidence of any motions for this activity. Cricket took over Glen Petersen’s position in 2014. As of yet the minutes to these city council motions have not been found. Ruhmann asked if the city council appoints the members to be on the board or if TRED appoints and the city council approve the appointments. It was stated that Larry Wyttenback was appointed by the Council and was not appointed by TRED. Harper stated that ultimately it is a city council appointment. Rashcke read the TRED board enabling resolution on how members are decided. The authority for TRED shall be appointed by the city council. TRED is a subcommittee of the city council. Ruhmann asked to have his name withdrawn from a later agenda item that would appoint Ruhmann to an additional term on the TRED board. 

Correspondence: Administrator Wolfington presented a news release to the council regarding the Highway 14 project. According to the news release that Administrator Wolfington read to the council, the Highway 14 detour would be open Wednesday at noon. Wolfington said the Lincoln County Engineer informed him MN DOT intended on repairing damage done to County Road 8 as part of the detour.

Council Comments: Harper stated that he had met with Jon Thomsen from the Tyler Fire Department. They discussed a plan to purchase a new fire truck and how it could be financed. Harper stated he was brought up to speed on the activities of the Tyler Fire Department. There are some purchasing options that the finance committee will be working on when they work on the budget.

Mayor Peterson stated that he attended the LCEDC annual meeting in Ivanhoe along with Raschke and Administrator Wolfington. Mayor Peterson also said he attended the SWRDC that was held in Tyler. 

Committee Reports: No committee reports

Police Report: Chief Spindler stated there were 52 calls of service. Administrative Citations had been issued for the month of May. Chief Spindler stated he had attended the Lake Benton City Council meeting and was asked to use his Chief license for their city until they get a chief of police hired after the resignation of their chief. Spindler stated that he would be helping with staffing. The City of Lake Benton is responsible for wages etc. When Lake Benton gets a new chief hired Spindler stated the Tyler Police Department will help with training. Spindler stated that the new windows for the renovation of the police office arrived and work will begin soon.

The resident at 110 Wilson Street has requested a variance for a fence in his backyard the fence would be on the property line. Sanderson asked what happens if the fence is on the utilities who is responsible for moving the fence the owner or the city? The neighbor had not contacted Administrator Wolfington about any objections. The variance at 110 Wilson Street is tabled until neighbors are contacted and given approval.

TRED: The TRED board had requested the council approve new terms for board members Ruhmann and Manson whose terms are up for renewal. Ruhmann rescinded his name. Rashcke read the resolution which stated that the terms for TRED board members are for six (6) year terms. The TRED board has been going at five (5) year terms. TRED assumed they could extend Manson’s term last year for a year. Hess’s term will be up in 2016 and Blomgren in 2017. Rashcke made a motion to form a committee to review the enabling resolution and update it. Raschke suggested that Petersen and Administrator Wolfington be on the committee seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.

Motion made by Petersen seconded by Harper to approve the new term for Gary Manson on the TRED board which per the resolution should be a six (6) year term he has already served one year as the TRED board extended his term last year and passed unanimously. 

City Attorney Petersen will contact Ruhmann and find out if he will be resigning of the TRED board immediately or at the end of the year. If he resigns immediately Blomgren will move up from Vice president to reside as president. 

Harper asked about members that are on the TRED board that are not residents of the city. Harper asked Legal Council Petersen if the city technically could have a member of the TRED board from outside the city limits as previously Joyce Dass and presently Denny Blomgren were not residents of the city. Legal Council Petersen stated that the resolution states TRED is Tyler Regional Economic Development which means community so it would be fine to have someone on the TRED board from the regional area. 

Performance Measurement Program: A request was received from the State Auditor to participate in a standard measures/performance measurement program. There would be a reimbursement of $0.14 per capital in local government aid not to exceed $25,000. The requirements would be to implement long term community goals (3 to 5 years) and describe the strategic objectives the city is seeking to achieve, adopt a resolution and implement a minimum of 10 performance measures, establish appropriate outcome and output measures for the performance measures that are adopted, report the results of the measures at least annually to the public, and report by July 1 of each year to the Office of the State Auditor. Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke not to participate in the Performance Measurement Program and passed unanimously.

New Hires: Administrator Wolfington stated that they had 12 applicants for the utility position. There were six (6) asked to interview and two bowed out so that left four (4) applicants to interview. Administrator Wolfington asked the council to approve the hiring of Matt Jobe for the utility position. Motion made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the hiring of Matt Jobe. 

Administrator Wolfington stated he is still working on the interview process to hire a part time helper for the summer. 

General Fund/General Obligation Bond Adjustment: Administrator Wolfington requested that the council consider reducing the amount of the monthly transfer from $25,000 to $8,000 from the general fund for bond repayment. Motion by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously.

City Administrator Report: Administrator Wolfington presented a quote for automatic reads for the electric meters and gas meters. The current system of reading the meters manually takes an average of 25 hours per month of utility time. By going to remote read meters the hours of reading would be reduced to about two (2) hours. Harper was concerned about how the city could financially pay for the automatic reads. The purchasing of remote read meters is tabled until after the finance committee does the budget. 

Administrator Wolfington stated that Mayor Peterson accepted a check from Heartland Power to purchase lights at Danebod Village that was from a grant the utility person Zeug had worked on.

Administrator Wolfington stated there will be a power outage June 7 with a back-up date of June 8 to work on the substation. The substation has been working on manual mode and this should fix that. The utility workers will also being working on other maintenance and upgrades including work on a transformer at the Tyler Healthcare Center (THC).

Administrator Wolfington stated that he has met with the THC interim CEO and they will be meeting every few weeks to keep each other informed.

Administrator Wolfington stated that the pool is now open.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he had the street tour with Bolton and Menk representative and should have a report at the next meeting of the finding. Administrator Wolfington stated that many of the streets need seal coating while others need more work. The curb and gutters are in rough shape so will need to be looked at. Bolton and Menk will present their findings at a future council meeting.

Administrator Wolfington stated there will be a large item pick up May 12 and 13, 2015 and it went pretty well. Administrator Wolfington will be looking at ways to make it a better item pick up next year. There will not be tire pick up.

Administrator Wolfington stated that grass mowing letters had been mailed out and out of twelve the city only had to take care of four (4). Administrator Wolfington would like the council to consider changing the time frame for getting the grass mowed. The procedure has been to acquire the names of the residents whose lawn needs to be mowed from utility worker Beck and Utility clerk Bakker sends out the certified letters per Wolfington’s signature and the resident has 10 days to get the lawns mowed or the city will take action. Administrator Wolfington would like to change the procedure to allow the resident 5 days to mow the lawn. Petersen stated that maybe the letter notices should be posted on the doors of the residents that should mow their lawns and the notice should state that they have three (3) days to mow their lawn instead of mailing them out. The council stated they would be ok with changing the procedure to posting the notices on the residents door after Administrator Wolfington reviewed the ordinance and was sure that there was the 10 day notification in the ordinance. 

City Attorney Report: Legal Council Petersen stated that TRED had property that Mike Thooft Construction has been renting  The easterly sixty feet of the westerly one hundred ten feet of lots numbered seven (7) and eight (8) of Block numbered two (2) of the Village (Now City) of Tyler, according to the plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the Register of Deeds in and for Lincoln County Minnesota and a small vacant lot the west thirty (30) feet of the east fifty-five (55) feet of lots Seven (7) and eight (8), block two (2) city of Tyler, Minnesota  that Mike Thooft Construction would like to purchase. TRED has approved the selling to Mike Thooft Construction and the terms are, purchase price of $23,500 with 5% interest at payments of $350 per month to expire on January 1, of 2022. Mike Thooft Construction would be responsible of having insurance on the property and TRED would be the second insured on the property. Mike Thooft Construction would also be responsible to pay the taxes. Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to sell the property to Mike Thooft Construction

Legal Counsel Petersen stated that Stanek has purchased the Brownlee building and has started demolition. The Stanek building has someone that wants to purchase it. Petersen stated that Stanek inquired about a $50,000 building subsidy. Legal Counsel Petersen stated that he did not know if that was still available. 

Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson passed unanimously to pay the bills.

Motion by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting
								__________________________
Mervyn Peterson(Mayor)
Attested by:
________________________
Barb Powell, City Clerk

