Tyler City Council
Monday July 6, 2015
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Approved)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief SpindlerClerk Powell, Mark Wilmes, and Bill Helget from Bolton & Menk, John Thomsen, Jim Boyle and Al Barber 

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda:  Motion made by Raschke, seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to accept the agenda.

  Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke  and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2015 meeting.

Motion by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 29, 2015 Special meeting.

Public Express:  No one present

Correspondence:  None

Council Comments:  Sanderson asked if there was someone to contact with MNDOT about painting a cross walk on the highway going to the pool.  Administrator Wolfington has a contact name and will ask to come and paint the crosswalk.  Harper asked that the police pay a little closer attention to the truck traffic on Highway 14 now that it is open again.  

Committee Reports:  No committee reports

Police Report:  Chief Spindler was not present for the meeting but his report was presented.  There was nothing out of the ordinary and just a few tickets were issued.  Chief Spindler has been working with the Lake Benton Police Department.

City Attorney Petersen stated that he wondered how he would get approval for a deferred loan agreement.  Was it the city council or was this something TRED was responsible for?  City Attorney Petersen stated that the council should consider a deferred loan for Kullen Stanek.  City Attorney Petersen stated that if he meets certain criteria he could qualify for a deferred loan of $5,000.  City Attorney Petersen stated it is within the cities authority to offer incentive programs.   Mr. Stanek has made a significant investment in his new building.  The conditions of the deferred loan is to have $50,000 in improvements and add 1 employee within five (5) years.   After five (5) years and making regular payments of $10,000 per year the $5,000 would be deferred.  City Attorney Peterson stated that there is money in the Rehab Account.  Motion by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to allow Kullen Stanek to be approved for a deferred loan.

City Attorney Petersen stated he had received some inquiries about the THC building and if the city owns the building.  City Attorney Petersen stated that he would like the council to appoint a liaison to work with THC on the future of the THC building and the contents.  Motion made by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to have Mayor Peterson and the City Administrator work with THC.

Utility Report:  Administrator Wolfington stated that there was a scheduled power outage to work on the substation on June 23, 2015.  This was scheduled for early June but during the preliminary meeting it was discovered there were some wires that had melted in the substation.  Without knowing what was causing the issue Administrator Wolfington made the decision to postpone the outage until June 22.  On June 22 the weather conditions were not optimal and Administrator Wolfington postponed the outage until June 23.  The contractor along with the support from the cities lineman  were able to resolve the issue and install new wiring.  The system will not be running on manual.  There were concerns expressed to Administrator Wolfington but the Administrator wanted to get this outage done before temperatures rose to high and there would be demand air conditioner usage.  Administrator Wolfington requested our lineman do a dry run.  Through this work Administrator Wolfington feels the city would be looking at three days without power if anything happens to our substation.

Pool:  Administrator Wolfington stated there was some issues with one of the pumps at the pool.  Administrator Wolfington believes that problem has been resolved and he will be monitoring the situation.  

Natural Gas Dialer: Administrator Wolfington stated there is a special dialer installed that will let them know if the gas pressure drops below an appropriate level.  

New Hire:  Administrator Wolfington stated that Dane LaRock had been hired as the summer part time help the end of June.  Because of  limited time the council was not informed of the hiring but Administrator Wolfington did have approval from the personnel committee before hiring.  Administrator Wolfington would like council approval now.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to hire Dane LaRock as the cities summer help.  

Variance Request- Jim Boyle:  At the June 1 meeting Jim Boyle had requested a building permit for a chain link fence.  The chain link fence would be on his property line.  According to ordinance he would need a variance to see if any neighbors object.  After letters were sent to neighbors within 300 feet no one had any objections.  Motion by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to approve Jim Boyle building a chain link fence.

Mr. Boyle requested that the City Council give the city administrator permission to ok a building permit without council giving approval. Mayor Peterson  stated  for a general building permit that is within the setbacks and after all the utilities have examined the permit the City Administrator has the ability to approve the building permit.  If there is a variance there are procedures to follow.  City Attorney Petersen stated that the ordinance is so that everyone is treated fairly.  Mr. Boyle stated that maybe the applicant should be requested to attend the meeting.  

Variance Request – Mindi Gordon/Joe Stiner:  Mindi and Joe are requesting a variance to build an addition on the house  that is six (6) feet from the Joe Stiner property line.  Letters were sent to the residents that are 300 feet away and there were no replies.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve the building permit for Mindi Gordon/Joe Stiner.

St. Dionysius request for an exempt permit for their fall festival.  This is an annual event.  Motion by Harper seconded by Cricket and passed unanimously to approve the exempt permit.  

The council discussed allowing City Administrator to approve this annual event permit annually,  no motions were made or passed.

Bill Helget from Bolton & Menk was present to discuss the street maintenance for the City of Tyler.  For seal coating there are 4 equal phases and far as equal means this is dollar wise.  Phase 1 is low budget about $73,000 the other 3 phases are a little more about $85,000.  They phases are broken down into equal parts.   Seal coating should be on a 5 or 7 year cycle.  The last time the streets in Tyler have been seal coated was 2005.  Bill stated that looking at all the streets most of the streets in Tyler are in seal coat mode ready for an overly. The average cost of seal coating is $4,100 per block.   The streets are in pretty good shape.  The sanitary sewer is in pretty good shape, but when something breaks it should be fixed all the way to the main.  Then there is preventive maintenance, as the street starts to dry out seal coating picks it up after awhile seal coating doesn’t work and you have to overlay.  After some discussion the council will try to work something in the budget and keep in contact with Bolton & Menk.

Fire Department- Fire Truck Purchase – John Thomsen and Al Barber were present to update the council on the fire truck they would like to purchase.  The Pumper the Fire Department has is 20 years old.  The Fire Department would like to keep the equipment reliable.  The truck they are looking at is not elaborate.  They have looked at used truck but that option is not an advantage for the fire department.  Barber stated that when the truck is delivered is when the payment is due.  The council can lock in an interest rate now for leasing.  This is a purchase not a lease but the contract states lease.  The lease is for 5 or 7 years so that a capital outlay can be established so this not having any money set aside for a fire truck does not happen again in 20 years.  There is a USDA- Rural Development grant being worked on and all that is needed is the Letters of Support from the Townships and then it will be determined if the fire department qualifies for the grant then the amount of the lease will be determined.  When the letters get back we will notify the council and if there is a special meeting needed to proceed that will be scheduled.

Motion by Sanderson seconded by Petersen passed unanimously to pay the bills for June

Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting


__________________________________		_______________________________
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