Tyler City Council
Monday August 1, 2016
Tyler Fire Hall
7:00 pm (Approved)

Present, Mayor Peterson, Council Members Sanderson, Raschke, Petersen, Harper, City Administrator Wolfington, Legal Counsel Petersen, Chief SpindlerClerk Powell, Police Chief Spindler,  Mark Wilmes, Arnie Dam,  Larry Wyttenback, Brandon Novak, John Johnson, and David Haroldson

Mayor Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approve Agenda:  Mayor Peterson added Mayor Comments as F1 later in the agenda.  Motion made by Petersen, seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to accept the agenda.

  Motion by Harper seconded by Raschke  and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2016 meeting with a couple of spelling errors corrected.

Public Express:  Arnie Dam asked about the schedule for mosquito control in the City.  The city staff sprayed two weeks ago missed last week and  will spray again tomorrow nite (August 2, 2016).  Arnie also stated that he has applied for a building permit for a fence.  He was told he would need a variance for his permit as he would be to close to the property line so he would not be allowed to build until after the September meeting as his neighbors were to be noticed per variance rules for ten days and that has not been done yet.  Dam asked if the council would approve him building the fence tonite under the condition that he would give his neighbors ten day notice and none of his neighbors had a problem and had the approval of the City Utility Departments.  After some discussion motion was made by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to approve Arnie Dam’s building permit and variance under the condition  his neighbors are given ten day written notice and  any objections are brought  into the City office and the utility departments give their approval.

Larry Wyttenback was also present wondering about crosswalks in the downtown area.  Wyttenback feels that we have crosswalks at the hospital we should have them downtown also.  Administrator Wolfington will check into having that done.

Correspondence:  Nothing tonite

Council Comments – Mayor Peterson stated he believes Raschke and Kathy Guida are doing a great job at the Bandshell Park on Wednesday nights.  

Police Report:  Police Chief Spindler was present for the police report.  There were 45 calls of service.  Aebelskiver days and the Fair went well.  Chief Spindler is working with MN DOT about having a 45 MPG speed sign put farther out west of town to help vehicles slow down.  Chief Spindler has a meeting with MN DOT tomorrow August 2, 2016.  Chief Spindler thinks the center lines on main street need to be painted to help the u turn issues downtown.  Spindler feels there are some signs that the city could use to also help  the u turn issue downtown.  Mayor Peterson asked if these signs would take care of the vehicles backing out to the other side of the street also.   Council woman Raschke asked about the computers in the vehicles and Chief Spindler stated that the department is working with the software company and is trying to work with other departments to use the software that is compatible to the City of Tyler.  

City Attorney Report:  The issue City Attorney Peterson has relates to pending nuisance violation action.  The city served a notice of administration violation on July 18th to Mr. Good.  Mr. Good was offered the option to come to the council meeting  tonight  to explain why his property has a nuisance condition and how he feels he can clean it up. The violation relates to the nuisance with blight of about ten vehicles and a violation of abandoned vehicles.    The ownership of this property is kind of confusing.  City Attorney Petersen has visited with Ms Devries and it seems she has some kind of a legal agreement with Mr. Good so they are limited to what action they can take.  Both parties have been served with notice Mr. Jason Good and Mike and Kim Devries.  The first step is to give administration notice following the inspection of the property and that has been done.   The next step is the council should  issue an Order which states they are out of city code which will give them 20 days to correct the nuisance after the 20 days legal council can apply for an order with  the judge to have the city or its agents go in and clean up what is causing the nuisance and to sell or dispose of the same.  The cost of this would could be billed to the property owners or put on property taxes.  Motion by Raschke seconded by Harper and passed unanimously for an issuance of Order to Mr. Good and the DeVries’s giving them 20 days to abate the nuisance condition and give City Attorney Peterson authority if after 20 days to continue with procedures to get this matter cleared up without going before the council.
 
Council man Harper asked  if the other nuisance properties are getting taken care of.  Administrator Wolfington stated that Chief Spindler had given him a list of blight properties and the Administrator is  following up on some properties and then notices will be sent out. 

Administrator Report-Utility Report  Administrator Wolfington stated  one of our part time employees is on his second year and the personnel committee has met and would like to give him a 25 cent pay raise for this year for a pay of $10.25 per hour.  Motion by Harper seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to increase Dain LaRock’s pay to $10.25 per hour retroactive to when he began employment this year. 

Administrator Wolfington stated that at the last meeting there was discussion about Stoney Point and a boat landing that was removed.  The council recommendation was to pick up the boat landing pieces from the DNR and have Dan reinstall the pieces.  After some discussion with the utility staff maybe there would be to much weight and to many pieces for the utility crew.  There is a meeting scheduled for Wednesday with the DNR.  There was some discussion on a break in the North Dock.  That will also be discussed with the DNR.  There is a tree by the North Dock that has fallen and there is some discussion on whose responsibility it is to clean that up.  Council man Petersen stated that he was to meet with Dan and he would like to discuss some things with him.
There was a letter from the Lincoln County Environmental Office- about Ditch 33.  The city has been assessed $45,856.28.  This can be paid in installments or in one lump sum.  The City Council has some time to consider how they would like to pay this.  

The City is in the CIP Program, part of this is in rebate returns with Heartland.  Maynards and the Kronborg both did some lighting projects and applied to Heartland for rebates but the $5,000 rebates with Heartland has run out after paying Maynards and the Krongborg a portion of their project dollars.   The City could use some of our CIP dollars they were going to use with Western Community Action to pay Maynards and Kronborg for the rest of their lighting projects that qualify for rebates.   Motion by Harper seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to use CIP dollars to pay Maynards and the Kronborg rebates for their qualifying lighting rebates.  

Adminsitrator Wolfington stated he would like to present a proposal on the utility rate schedule.

Food Shelf- Bruce Meyer has looked at the roof as he had worked on the roof in the last few years and there is a warranty on his work.  Mr. Meyer determined the roof wasn’t the problem.  There is some issues with the exterior brick work.  Mr. Meyer also located some drains that were blocked.  Mr. Meyer will keep an eye on things and see if the work he has done has solved the problem for the food shelf.  

Danebod Village: At the July meeting the council discussed the utility bill for Danebod Village that was billed out incorrectly.  The Electric meters were read wrong for a shortage of electricity and dollars in 2015.  Councilman Sanderson proposed to Danebod Village a payment of $8,150.40 instead of around $12,000.  The Danebod village board met and discussed this amount.  The Danbod Village is requesting the City of Tyler Council accept a one time payment of $6,000 instead of the $8,150.40 that would be paid over a period of time.   Motion made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to have Danebod pay the $8150.40 over a period of time.  

Golf Course Lease:  Brandon Novak and John Johnson were present to discuss the golf course lease.  Novak stated what the Golf course does for the community.  Novak also stated they are just looking to see what the council wanted to present to the Golf Course Board.  After some discussion motion was made by Petersen seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to have the lease agreement state on item  4.b. the sum of $5,000 per year and leave out whichever is less.  

Codification:  Administrator Wolfington stated that he has been visiting with the LMC and would like the council to consider utilizing the leagues codification service.  There are some options such as adopting the Minnesota Basic Code, or to customize the existing codes that the city has with the review from the attorneys.  Council man Harper stated that he felt the City Council had Mr. Bush go through and do updates on all the ordinances. Harper feels doing the city codes would be duplicating what we already have.  After some discussion the council decided to form a committee to work on the ordinances that the City has with City Attorney Petersen, Council man Harper and City Administrator Wolfington on the committee.  

Personnel Policy:  City Administrator Wolfington stated the personnel policy 7.06.03.08 Paid Time off Deficit Use.  An Employee whom has medical reason may use up to 40 hours of PTO beyond their current PTO allotment.  If the employee uses deficit hours, they will accrue back at the rate the employee would accrue normal PTO hours.  If an employment separation occurs before the employee has earned enough PTO to be back at least a zero balance, they will be responsible to pay back the remaining used PTO amount.  Motion by Raschke seconded by Petersen and passed unanimously to change the personnel policy on medical leave.

Mayors Report:  F1 Mayor Peterson showed his appreciation for being the Mayor for the last two years.  Mayor Peterson thanked everyone for all they have done this last year.   Mayor Peterson stated that he would not be running for Mayor this next term. 

Motion by Petersen seconded by Sanderson and passed unanimously to pay the bills.

Administrator Wolfington stated that he had visited with Bill Helget from Bolton and Menk and that the company  would be here for the street work by mid August so he felt they would be here around August 8th.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next meeting is September 12, 2016.

Motion by Sanderson seconded by Raschke and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting


__________________________________		_______________________________
Approved: Mervyn Peterson, Mayor			Attested: Barb Powell, City Clerk
